Report from Dawson Memorial Baptist Church:

Summer Camp at Wingate Baptist Church, Fort Wingate, New Mexico
was conducted by 16 volunteers from 
Dawson Memorial Baptist Church, Birmingham, Alabama.
Debbie Moss                            Birch Bowdre                           Karon Bowdre
Jimmy Daniels                         Jim Dill                                    David Fron
John Morgan                            Diane Dill                                 Sally Smith
Janie Shelswell-White              Jeff Ray                                    Elizabeth Bowles
Robyn Black                             Sharlene Speer                        Deborah McGill
Brian Rankin                            
The program included:  VBS activities for children up to 12 years old and Sports Camp for age 13 and older.
 
92 registered for the Camp. 
The goal of this project was to assist with church growth and evangelism efforts in this predominantly Navajo region. 
 
Preparation for the project:
* Dawson sent church member and contractor Bobby Keith to Wingate to organize and do the prep work for the outdoor basketball court.
* Dawson under girded the cost for the building of the basketball court.  Worldchangers provided the labor.  Court was completed on June 22.
 
Saturday, June 23rd 

Dawson Team arrives in Fort Wingate.
 
Sunday, June 24th 

1. The Dawson Team leads the Sunday Worship Experience

2. Cooked and provided a Church Wide Fellowship Luncheon. 

3. Conducted a 2 hour Afternoon Conference for local Christians
Topics: How to Study the Bible / 

How to Have an Effective Prayer Life / How to Share Your Faith with Others
All participates received New Bibles, Prayer Journals, and Witnessing Tools
Visited locate neighborhoods to meet children and parents, distribute Invitations and personally invite them to participate in the Summer Camp.
 
Monday - Friday, June 25 - 29th 

Conducted the Summer Camp
           * The VBS Activities included: Bible Stories / Crafts / Games / Music
           * The Sports Camp Included: Basketball and Volleyball Training along with 
Daily Bible Stories and Testimonies
           Friday P.M
Cooked and provided Dinner and a Program for the Children and their Family 
(the Church was packed!)
At the Dinner, all the children and their guests received a new Bible.
 
Additional Team Activities During the Week
Provided and Placed a new Church Sign and Church Bell

Painting as needed at the church

Outdoor Landscaping around the Basketball Court to eliminate sand/ground washing away.
 
What worked for us:             
1.      Visit the children and their parents in the community to personally invite them to participate in the camp.
2.      Provide Van pick up for the children.
3.      Provide and circulate invitations that describe the Week Long Camp and the Friday Celebration Dinner.
4.      Give attention to children 
one by one

very valuable conversations and 
seed planting
 happened daily - one child at a time.  Testimonies from the team members are numerous regarding the relationships that were built with the children.  Registration Cards were made for all children with their contact information
this will assist the pastor with follow-up.
5.      Work with local Pastor (Eddie Gooden)
ask him what ministry opportunities you can assist him with during your week.  Church visitation, etc.  Example:  2 team members went with Pastor Eddie to visit Christine, a lady in her 70
s who had been diagnosed with cancer.  She prayed to receive Christ!  We have since heard that Christine was at church this Sunday wanting to join the Wingate Baptist Church family.
 
Proposal:  
Could Durk Lynch or Daniel Clymer assist Pastor Eddie in connecting with a Recreation Ministry or a Youth Ministry?   The court could and should be an incredible outreach for the youth of the area.
A couple of scenarios come to mind. 
1.  Have a church adopt Wingate Baptist (perhaps in Gallup) and their Recreation Ministry or their Youth Ministry go to Wingate once/week to provide Sports Activities on the outdoor court along with a Bible Study.  This would need to be planned and continuous to be effective.
2.  Contact a University that has a major/degree in Recreation Ministry
see if a contract could be made
imagine, every semester a College Senior coming to Fort Wingate and living in the area
doing an internship at Wingate Baptist Church
getting to know the youth!
We thank you for the opportunity to visit and work with the people you have long prayed to know Christ. 
Our hearts were wide open and we fell in love with the Native Americans, with Fort Wingate Baptist Church, and with Pastor Eddie and his wife Carroll.  
Please keep us informed of needs and progress.  
We will hold you in our prayers!
 
Fondly,
Debbie Moss
and the Dawson Team
sent 7/02/07
